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Let’s go through the early steps of starting a coffee shop called wilderness. 
The process of making a logo and why a graphic designer should follow these steps. 



research1

I never thought research would be important for a 
graphic designer, but it really is. Sometimes I imagined 
myself making a 5-page research paper like I did in 
high school, and never wanted to actually make any 
research.

Often I would start out by just googleing things. So 
for this project I googled coffee shops. Here’s what I 
found in my search. 

Research is a great practice for graphic designers be-
cause they can better understand the client and what 
their needs are. For example if a butcher comes in and 
says they want you to design a new logo and website 

For starting a coffee shop in Cedar Falls, one good 
thing to research are other coffee shops. How many 
are there in Cedar Falls? After a quick count via 
google - 16. Including the local shops such as Sidecar 
Coffee Shop, Cup of Joe, etc. 

Some of these cofee shops have a unique aspect to 
them. For example the Tea Cellar is in a basement on 
Main Street. A different location than most shops. It 
creates something that customers are curious about 
and they want to go check it out. 

64% of US adults 
drink coffee daily

the average drinker consumes 
2.7 cups a day

the US is only number 11 in the 
world in per-capita consumption

52% of US drinkers would skip 
a shower to get coffee 

66% of US drinkers add only 
milk rather than milk + sugar

food scientists claim that 
drinkers may live longer

for them. You accept and then start designing. But you 
don’t know one thing about butchering. So many ques-
tions run through your head. What do they butcher? 
Chickens, cows, pigs? All of the above? Do they have a 
specific way of butchering that they are proud of and are 
distinguished for? You always need to do your research 
and ask your client many questions. 

Sometimes research can be done by a quick internet 
serach. For example the research I found on the right 
was done by searching ‘coffee shop statistics.’ It then 
brought up brewsmartly.com. which gave me many statis-
tics about coffee. It had statistics about coffee drinking, 
the machines, business of coffee and so much more. 

RESEARCH IN STARTING A COFFEE SHOP

the coffee import/export 
industry is worth $100billion 

worldwide

90% of the world’s coffee 
comes from economicaly 

developing countries

53% of US drinkers buy 
environmentally friendly 

coffee

the average drinker spends 24 
minutes making and drinking

78% of coffee shops in the US 
are chains

33% of the US chose to drink 
cappuccino over any other 

espresso drink

Research is a great thing to do. I have learned a lot 
by research. I really think it’s a great tool for any 
designer. You get to know the company and you get 
ideas for yourself. 

I never thought i would say that i like doing re-
search. I enjoyed finding out about coffee statistics. 
Knowing these statistics really helped in the creation 
of my logo and business. 

RESEARCH IN GENERAL
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inspiration2

Inspiration for a coffee shop would be modern. 
Something that would attract a customer, and that 
they would want to come back to. Often times my inspi-
ration comes from Pinterest. 

For this design I really loved a classic - modern 
look. I loved the sleek subway tiles in the bottom left 
corner cafe. I love the plants growing in the back-
ground, it adds a home-y vibe to the place. It makes 
me want to curl up with a good book and sip a latte 
all afternoon. I wanted the coffee shop to be a place 
where people would go and hang out or work on home-
work. I think starting a business in a college town like 
cedar falls you need to appeal to that audience. 

For the logo I drew inspiration from the top images. 
I loved how earthy and clean they looked. I like the 
colors in the images, the light pink and grey-cream 
color. I think those 2 colors work together really 
well. 

Inspiration can come from anything. It doesn’t have 
to be found on pinterest. I love looking through old 
photos of trips. I love architecture and that’s often 
what i take pictures of. I think architecture can be 
used in design. It really inspires me. 

Finding inspiration can sometimes be hard for me. 
Just the act of finding something that inspires me and 
creates a spark for a project can sometimes be hard. 
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sketches3

bike mountain, get coffee
wilderness

I then made these mountains. I really like 
to travel and get into nature. I also love 
mountains, living in Iowa there’s not a lot 
of mountains around, so I think they’re 
really special and cool. 

I have an obsession with old bikes. This 
image is modelled after my own bike. I also 
chose an image that wasn’t to cheesy for a 
coffee shop, like a coffee bean, or a coffee 
cup. 

I felt like the mountains needed something 
else, give it a little texture. So I added 
some lines. 

I then added the bike to the mountains, and 
just messed around with the size of the bike. 

I chose to just keep the bike in the middle and 
make it look it was resting and the rider was 
enjoying the view. 
I wanted to choose a name that was simple, and 
not too corny for a coffee shop. Wilderness, just 
seemed to fit. I feel it represents a coffee shop 
and mountains.
I chose the font, because I wanted something 
simple and classic. There’s nothing more classic 
than typewriter. 

Sketching is also an important part of creating a 
logo and a business. Sketching can get your ideas from 
your head onto paper. It helps you actually see your 
idea. 

Now, I am no picasso, and my sketches are not going 
to be on display any where soon. But it is a nice way 
to get your thoughts on paper. I like to sketch my 
ideas then show people i trust and ask their opinion on 
things. Sometimes I can’t decide which one to do. 

It is also helpful to sketch because sometimes when 
you see it in person it doesn’t look that great. Then 
you don’t end up wasting your time in InDesign creat-
ing those things. 

A sketch can also be helpful because you can devel-
op your ideas from it. You can see where you need to 
put texture in a spot or where you need color. Or you 
can decide to change where a line goes. 

If you don’t feel confident in drawing, you don’t 
have to use a pencil and paper, i love sketching on my 
iPad. For me sketching has always been hard to do. I 
often didn’t want to sit down and sketch out my ideas. 
I just wanted to start making them on the computer. 
But when the project was done I liked looking back in 
my sketchbook and seeing where I started and where I 
finsihed. 
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fonts +
colors4

american typewriter

e1c9bd dad2c6 c29a45

Having a consistant color palette is very important. 
It can help your brand be more easily recognizable. 
It can also show who you are as a company. If you are 
earthy and use cruelty-free products you can show 
that by using natural colors, green, blues, etc. 

It also helped to create a mood board. Some of my 
inspiration is shown on the next page. It was helpful to 
get all of my ideas in one spot. Sometimes you can print 
things out and see them more in person. But I loved 
just saving images on my computer and compiling them 
together. It was also helpful for when I would get 
into a creative rut. I could go back and look at it and 
get the “creative juices flowing.” 

Just like colors, a font can impact your logo. It can 
be really important in establishing your business. You 
won’t just use a font in a logo, you will use it for many 
things. Such as signs, business cards, coffee cups, and 
the list goes on. You will see this font forever. It also 
needs to reflect your business. If you wanted a simple, 
clean font you could use avenir next condensed. 

I myself, am not that great at picking fonts. I really 
struggle with finding the right one. Sometimes I just 
chose a font and hope it goes well with everything 
else. I think I put a lot of pressure on finding the per-
fect one. Then when I don’t find it, I just give up and 
hope comic sans is available. 

bodini 72 smallcaps

minion pro

avenir next condensed

98



final5

Now that we have everything finished. We need to 
put it to work! Let’s show how this logo will be used. 
Wilderness will put it on many things such as: business 
cards, websites, and coffee cups. 

When all is finished it’s nice to see it being used. We  
can now visualize what it will look like in the coffee 
shop, and around town. It’s actually becoming real!

My favorite part of a project is the end. Because you 
can see all of your hard work come together. It’s also 
fun to see it around where you live and work. 

wilderness
bike mountain, get coffee

brazilian blend
these beans were born in brazil, and 

biked here just for you
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